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TWO MINUTE TRAINING
SUBJECT:  LDR Notifications and FO01-FO05 Constituents of Concern — Again!

Q: A generator uses xylene to cleanup a fresh paint spill. Based on analysis the generator knows
that the wastestream contains xylene, paint, and trace amounts of acetone and methanol used as
ingredients in the paint. Since the xylene was clearly used as a solvent the wastestream is
designated as FOO3 and destined for treatment to meet the land disposal restrictions (LDR)
treatment standard. Considering last week's "Two Minute Training" on constituents of concern,
which constituents (xylene, acetone and/or methanol) would the generator identify on the LDR
form as constituents of concern?

A: As we learned last week, "constituents of concern" include only those FO01 - FO05 constituents
that exceed an applicable LDR treatment standard and require treatment to meet an LDR
standard. The xylene is a constituent of concern since it is an FO03 constituent that exceeds the
applicable LDR treatment standard. The acetone and methanol are not constituents of concern
since the acetone and methanol were used as ingredients in the paint, which under RCRA do
not meet an F listing description. Since the acetone and methanol do not meet the FO03 listing
description, they cannot be constituents of concern.

An EPA Memo dated March 1990 (RO 13359) addressed a similar situation with xylene as a
solvent and methanol as a trace contaminant that had been used as a fuel. Since the methanol
was used as a fuel and not as a solvent subject to the F listings, the methanol was not a
constituent of concern.

Therefore, the generator would identify only the xylene as a FO01-F005 constituent of concern
on the LDR form. The acetone and methanol do not meet an FO01-F005 listing description and
cannot be FO01-F005 constituents of concern.

SUMMARY:
B "Constituents of concern" for FO01 - FO05 wastes must be identified on the LDR notice.

B "Constituents of concern” include only those F001 - FO05 constituents that exceed an
applicable LDR treatment standard and require treatment to meet an LDR standard.

B If a waste contains constituents that do not meet the specific FO01-F005 listing descriptions,
those constituents are not FO01-FO05 constituents of concern.

The March 1990 EPA memo is attached to the e-mail. If you have any questions, please contact me at
“Paul_W_Martin@rl.gov” or at (509) 376-6620.
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TWO MINUTE TRAINING - ATTACHMENT
SUBJECT: LDR Notifications and FO01-FO05 Constituents of Concern — Again!
Faxback 13359
9554.1990(04)
RCRA/SUPERFUND HOTLINE SUMMARY
MARCH 1990
3. Treatment Standards for Methanol Which Does Not Meet the FOO03 Listing

A generator uses xylene for cleaning purposes. At the point of generation the generator determines that he has
generated a FOO3 spent solvent waste, subject to the land disposal restrictions. The FO03 listed waste has traces
of methanol in it where the methanol was used as a fuel. Would the notification sent by the generator in
268.7(a)(1) to the treatment, storage or disposal facilities (TSDFs) have to include the corresponding treatment
standards for methanol as well as for xylene?

No. The generator would only have to include the treatment standards for the xylene and not for the methanol to
be in compliance with Section 268.7(a)(1). The methanol in this case was not used for its solvent properties and
would not meet any of the spent solvent listings, which are prohibited from land disposal without first meeting
the treatment standards in 40 CFR 268, Subpart D. The spent solvent listings cover only those solvents that are
used for their solvent properties; which is to solubilize, dissolve or mobilize other constituents (51 FR 40606).
A solvent is considered spent when it is no longer fit for use without being regenerated, reclaimed or otherwise
reprocessed. Where solvents were used as reactants or ingredients in the formulation of commercial chemical
products, they are not included in the listing (see December 31, 1985 Federal Register; 50 FR 53315 and the
original solvent listing background document, November 14, 1980).

Supporting data should be maintained on-site in the generator's files.
Sources: Rhonda Craig, OSW (202) 382-7926

Ron Josephson, OSW (202) 382-4792

Thomas Ovenden, OSW (202) 475-6715

Research: Renee T. LaValle
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